October 12 SCNC Sustainability and Beautification Meeting Summary and Minutes

Meeting summary
The October Sustainability Beautification Committee meeting was called to order on Monday, October 12th to discuss several key agenda items regarding the LA River Greenway and community projects. The committee unanimously approved a motion supporting continued build-out of the LA River Greenway in Studio City, including renovation of the Studio City LA River Greenway from Whitsett to Laurel Canyon and requesting $250,000 in federal community project funding. The Committee also approved a right of entry request to CD4 to allow volunteer work days along the river between Whitsitt and Laurel for trash cleanup and removal of invasive species. The committee discussed a potential parcel purchase on Ventura Boulevard for parkland, though concerns were raised about homeless activity in the area. A revised motion removing bathroom installation was removed and approved.  Chip provided updates on the lecture series, announcing the first presentation about coyotes with animal services officer Vanessa Rodriguez, followed by discussions about the wildlife crossing in Agoura Hills and native plantings. The committee also reviewed progress on their 100 trees initiative, with three trees currently planted, and discussed potential seed distribution programs. Finally, they explored ideas for future projects including adopting the Vineland on-ramp median and establishing a legacy tree for Studio City's 100-year anniversary celebration.
Community Cleanup and LA River
The committee discussed plans for a community cleanup scheduled for Sunday at 8:30 AM at Vitello's, with a final cleanup in November. 
Board Funding and Cleanup Approvals
The board approved two motions unanimously. The first motion involved securing $250,000 in Federal Community Project funding, though Katherine raised concerns about ensuring the funds could not be borrowed or used for other projects, which Scott addressed by keeping the language simple. The second motion concerned granting a right of entry pass to the LA River area between Whitsitt and Laurel for volunteer cleanup work, which Chip explained would involve removing invasive plants and preparing the area for future landscaping. 
Studio City Park Parcel Proposal
The Studio City Neighborhood Council (SCNC) requested CD4's support to investigate purchasing two parcels on Ventura Boulevard for conversion into parkland, which would provide access to the LA River Greenway and potentially include public restrooms. Chip explained the proposal's context and benefits, including improved public safety access and the potential for public restrooms and a police substation. However, Katherine and Laurie raised concerns about the proposal, citing potential issues with homeless activity and the cost of creating another ramp to the river, especially given the nearby Colfax Avenue ramp.  The motion was revised and approved.
Sepulveda Basin Symposium and SCNC Lecture Series
The group discussed attending a Sepulveda Basin Future planning symposium. They reviewed upcoming events including a cleanup on Sunday morning and a lecture series starting with a presentation about coyotes by Vanessa Rodriguez, which was recently approved by the city clerk for six installations. The discussion covered future lecture topics including a wildlife crossing presentation and potential field trips to the Annenberg facility and Sepulveda Basin, with concerns raised about timing due to El Nino and safety considerations.
100-Tree Initiative Progress Discussion
The group discussed progress on planting trees as part of a 100-tree initiative, with Chip reporting three trees installed and five more obtained through a beautification conference. They debated whether trees should be native species versus other options.  It was noted that Amy Schulenburg from LA Sanitation discussed last meeting that the city would supply 15-gallon trees and labor, though species availability depends on what's available. The team discussed potential locations including schools and parkways, with Katherine proposing a legacy tree for Studio City's 100-year anniversary at the Chase Bank location on Laurel and Ventura. The group also addressed concerns about watering responsibilities for trees planted in front of apartment buildings, with Andrew noting that a contract with a watering company worked well for previous tree plantings.
Seeds and Highway Adoption Plans
The committee discussed purchasing seeds in bulk with logo packaging rather than using volunteer-collected seeds from Tree People. They explored the possibility of adopting a highway onramp near Vineland, with Katherine suggesting California poppies and native plants, though Andrew noted ongoing conversations with Caltrans about irrigation and maintenance issues. Scott announced plans to invite a CFAC representative to discuss tree planting and ZEV areas along the river, while Chip suggested obtaining updates on Zone Zero compliance costs from upcoming Plum Committee meetings.
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