	An ordinance replacing Section 41.18 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to specify the locations where it shall be unlawful for a person to camp, obstruct, sit, lie, maintain personal property, or maintain an encampment in or upon any public property or other public right-of-way.

	WHEREAS, the homeless crisis has reached epic proportion across the City of Los Angeles;

	WHEREAS, it is the obligation of the City to keep its streets, sidewalks, and public rights of way clean, unobstructed, and available for public use, and to protect the public health, safety, and access by City constituents; and

	WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in the case of City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Johnson, et al., overturned the Ninth Circuit’s holding that anti-camping ordinances violate the Eight Amendment when shelter beds were unavailable, and further held that the ordinance did not criminalize homeless status;

	WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court acknowledged the complexity of homelessness and that the Eight Amendment did not authorize federal judges to wrest the right of the American people to craft homelessness policies;

	WHEREAS, in light of this Supreme Court decision, the City’s complicated and ineffectual anti-camping ordinance needs to be revised and strengthened and the rights of the public and enforcement of our laws prioritized;

	WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of California requested that localities do more to stop the spread of homeless encampments;

NOW THEREFORE,

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

	That Section 41.18 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended in its entirety to read as follows:

SEC. 41.18. SITTING, LYING, OR SLEEPING OR STORING, USING, MAINTAINING, OR PLACING PERSONAL PROPERTY IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

(a)  No person shall camp, obstruct, sit, sleep, lie, maintain personal property, or maintain an encampment in or upon any public property or other public right-of-way, including any street, sidewalk, parking lot, median, underpass, bike lane, bike path, subway, tunnel, bridge, freeway ramp, park, open space, waterway, banks of any waterway, library, or school.

(b)  Section 41.18(a) is enforceable at all times regardless of shelter availability.
(c)  Unless the violation constitutes an immediate harm to persons or the public, including open illegal drug use or sales or presence of fires or suspected outbreak of diseases, a person in violation of this ordinance shall be issued a citation pursuant to LAMC 11.00(m). The Los Angeles Police Department shall maintain a record of said citations. If a violation constitutes an immediate harm or more than two citations were issued to a person in violation of this ordinance within 30 days, the violation shall constitute criminal trespass and be punished as a misdemeanor pursuant to LAMC 11.00(m). 

[bookmark: _GoBack](d)  Any personal property, including camping paraphernalia, contraband, litter, and waste found in violation of this ordinance shall be abated and cleaned up after issuance of a 24-hour written Notice of Clean-Up for persons to remove personal property. The City shall also provide information about local shelters along with the Notice of Clean-Up. Personal property not constituting contraband, litter, perishables, bulky items, or waste shall be stored in accordance with other City ordinances.















Unauthorized Encampments on Public Property

(a) It is unlawful for any person to camp or to maintain an encampment in or upon any public property or right of way, including 

(b) At all times, regardless of the availability of shelter space or beds, it is unlawful for any person to camp or to maintain an encampment where such activity poses:
	
	(1)	an immediate threat or an unreasonable risk of harm to any natural person;

(2)	an immediate threat or an unreasonable risk of harm to public health or safety; or
(3)	disruption to vital government services.
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